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poor, his scorn for the great, aroused universal en-
thusiasm. The Germans, who lived on legends,
imagined that he was the Wandering Jew. When
he first set foot 011 French soil, in 1780, he chose
Strasburg for his residence, being attracted thither
by the Cathedral spire. The Cardinal de Rohan, who
was then living in his splendid castle at Saverne, in
more than princely luxury, was extremely anxious to
become acquainted with the famous worker of won-
ders. Cagliostro did not make the first steps: " If
the Cardinal is sick," he said, " he may come to me,
and I will cure him ; if he is well, he has 110 need for
me, nor I for him." This charlatan, who gave out
that he had discovered the philosopher's stone, un-
derstood how to extract inexhaustible supplies from
the devotion of his adherents. He asked for nothing,
and received everything in abundance. They gave
everything to him, under the impression that they
were enriching themselves. The Egyptian lodges
which he founded everywhere he went, brought him
in large revenues. He exercised a real fascination
on Ms adepts.

The Baroness of Oberkirch, who saw him at Sa-
verne in 1780, at the Cardinal's palace, has described
the adoration which was paid him: " No one can
ever form the faintest idea of the fervor with which
everybody pursued Cagliostro. He was surrounded,
besieged; every one trying to win a glance or a word.
... A dozen ladies of rank and two actresses had
followed him, in order to continue their treatment.